El Camino Real de los Tejas

National Historic Trail Act

· Press Release  -

     President Bush signed legislation on October 18, 2004 creating the El Camino Real de los Tejas National Historic Trail Act.  The legislation was sponsored by Senator Kay Bailey Hutchison and was passed in the Senate with unanimous consent.

     Milam County has an important role in that legislation since it was here that the Spanish first traveled over three (300) hundred years ago as they sought to establish missions with two goals in mind:  convert the native Indians to Christianity and to keep the French from establishing a presence from which to threaten their empire, most especially the lucrative silver mines.  This first trans-Texas route they used in a west-to-east manner was an ancient Indian trail which would become known as El Camino Real de los Tejas (Royal Road to the Tejas), or The Upper Road.  It was in use from 1691 until around 1800 when another route further south, the Old San Antonio Road or El Camino Arriba, came into existence because of increasing Indian attacks primarily from the Lipan Apaches and Comanches.  

     Then, beginning in the early 1820s, both El Caminos Reales became vital east-to-west passageways for the pioneer settlers streaming in from Tennessee, Alabama, Mississippi, and Kentucky just to name a few states.  Present-day Milam County was part of Robertson Colony, a vast expanse of land between the Colorado and Brazos watersheds granted to Empresario Sterling C. Robertson in 1834.  Militarily, El Caminos Reales played important roles in the Texas Revolution, the Mexican War, and the Civil War.

     The designation of this old route as a National Historic Trail by the National Park Service has very important economic and historical implications for Milam County.  Increased tourism is just one of the major benefits expected due to increased public awareness of the county’s rich and diverse history involving the El Camino Real.  It was right here in June 1691 that the Spanish became the first Europeans to set foot, mission San Xavier was built and maintained, and the largest Indian encampment or rancheria in Texas was discovered.  The quality and fruitfulness of the land and rivers were such that it led the Spanish to believe this location possessed the ability to both provide for the mission and act as a central supply post along the route.

